
Why Are We Spending So Much Time 
and Energy on This?

Richard C. Hunt, MD, FACEP

Florida Vascular Society 
31st Annual Scientific Sessions

April 26, 2018
Orlando, Florida









Our national preparedness is the shared 
responsibility of all levels of government, 
the private and nonprofit sectors, and individual 
citizens. 

Everyone can contribute to safeguarding the 
Nation from harm.

Presidential Policy Directive 8

National Preparedness



Can we support and empower bystanders with 
knowledge and tools?





• Purpose:  Identify and disseminate 
actions and tools that the general 
public can use to save lives and build 
resilience from immediate life 
threatening illnesses or injuries.



Why  bleeding????

• 5 minutes or less

• Everyday + disasters

• New experience, new knowledge

• Simple actions / tools impact outcome



The Vision:
Saving Lives and Building Resilience

• The general public will know the phrase “Stop the Bleed” 
and its associated logo

• The general public will know how to stop life threatening 
bleeding

• The general public will have access to effective personal 
bleeding control kits

• The general public will have access to effective public access 
bleeding control kits

• Every bleeding control kit will provide “just in time” audio 
and visual training



The Vision:
Saving Lives and Building Resilience

• The general public will know the phrase “Stop the Bleed” and its 
associated logo

– DoD has entered into over 200 public and private sector agreements

– Logo licensing available by contacting:

ramin.a.khalili.ctr@mail.mil
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The Vision:
Saving Lives and Building Resilience

• The general public will know how to stop life threatening 
bleeding





CBS Code Black Stop the Bleed PSA

The script for the PSA had input from representatives of the 
National Security Council Staff convened Bystander Workgroup. 
Featuring the cast of Code Black , the PSA aired following the 
October, 12, 2016 episode, reaching 5.6 million viewers. The PSA 
is posted on CBS Cares, https://www.dhs.gov/stopthebleed, 
http://www.bleedingcontrol.org, and multiple other websites. 

https://www.dhs.gov/stopthebleed


The Vision:
Saving Lives and Building Resilience

• The general public will have access to effective personal 
bleeding control kits

– Minimum contents                   
• Effective tourniquet 
• 6” dressing 
• S-rolled gauze 
• Trauma shears
• Gloves
• Bag  

– Make accessible to all



The Vision:
Saving Lives and Building Resilience

• The general public will have access to effective public 
access bleeding control kits

– Multiple personal bleeding control kits in one package

– Next to AEDs



The Vision:
Saving Lives and Building Resilience

• Every bleeding control kit will provide 

“just in time” audio and visual training

“If a voice inside a box can instruct 
someone to deliver a lifesaving electric 
shock, that same voice ought to be able to 
help someone Stop the Bleed.”



Why are we spending so much time, 
energy and resources on this?



“Our challenge and opportunity is not just about saving lives from
immediate life threats. It is not just about cost-benefit analyses.
And it goes far beyond increasing survival from daily occurring
and catastrophic tragedies. It is about building resilience of people
through increasing personal and community efficacy and
effectiveness. It is about building on a foundation of the public’s
propensity to act and willingness to intervene. And it is about
building a community narrative, speaking to the notion of a nation
of people who are self-propelled and who have a spirit of taking
care of each other, especially in their most desperate moments of
need. This is who we are as a nation.”

Paraphrased with permission from Dr. Herman B. “Dutch” 
Leonard of the Harvard Kennedy School and Harvard 
Business School, lead author of Why Was Boston Strong? 
Lessons from the Boston Marathon Bombing

Why Are We Spending Time and Energy on This?



Save Lives

Build Resilience


